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and by impoverishing them gradually, to substitute Its
own religion in the place of theirs.    .    .    .

The laws providing for the resumption of revenue free
lands, the last of which was Regulation 6 of 1819, were
most obnoxious. Nothing disgusted the natives of
this country more with the English Government than
this resumption of revenue free lands. Sir T. Munro
and the Duke of Wellington said truly enough that L.o
resume lands granted revenue free, was to set the
whole people against us, and to make beggars of the
masses. 1 cannot describe the odium and the hatred
which this act brought on Government, or the extent to
which it beggared the people. Many lands which had
been held revenue free for centuries were suddenly
resumed on the flimsiest pretexts. The people said that
Government not only did nothing for them itself, but
undid what former Governments had done. This
measure altogether lost for the Government the confi-
dence of its subjects.

In the first days of British rule, sales of landed pro-
perty were so numerous that the whole country was
turned upside down. To remedy this, Government
passed the law which is called Regulation i of 1821,
and appointed a Commission of Inquiry. This Com-
mission, however, gave rise to a thousand other evils.
After all, the aftair was not brought to a satisfactory
conclusion, and at last the Commission was abolished.
AH I now say is, that whether this system of sales
was the result of necessity or of ignorance, it has
at all events had a hand in bringing on the rebellion.
The claim of the Government lies, I take it, upon the
produce of the land, not upon the land itself.

There is no doubt that Government were but slightly
acquainted with the unhappy state of the people. How
could it well be otherwise? There was no real com-
munication between the governors and the governed,
no living together or near one another, as has always
been the custom of the Mohammedans in countries
which they subjected to their rule. Government and
its officials have never adopted this course, without
which no real knowledge of the people can be gained.
It is, however, not easy to see how this can be done by
the English, as they almost all look forward to retire-